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Franz Fehrenbach was born on July 1, 1949, in Kenzingen near Freiburg, Germany.
He studied industrial engineering at the University of Karlsruhe and began his career at Bosch
in 1975, as a trainee. Following various career stages and management positions in Germany
and other countries, Fehrenbach became a member of the Bosch Group board of
management in 1999, and its chairman in 2003. At the same time, he became a member
of Robert Bosch Industrietreuhand KG. He has been chairman of the supervisory board of
Robert Bosch GmbH since July 1, 2012 and also managing partner of Robert Bosch
Industrietreuhand KG.

He is a member of the Senate of the Max Planck Society as well as of the board of the
Stifterverband, a joint initiative of German industries to promote science and higher education,
a member of the supervisory board of BASF SE as well as of Linde AG, and a member of the
advisory board of Stihl Holding AG & Co. KG. He is also an advocate for education and
entrepreneurship in his role as steering committee chair for “Wissensfabrik – Unternehmen für
Deutschland e.V.”. This initiative brings companies and foundations together in order to
prepare Germany’s next generation for the challenges and opportunities of the future.
In 2006, Fehrenbach was named “Eco-Manager of the Year” in the companies category by
the environmental foundation WWF Deutschland and the German business magazine
“Capital.” In February 2012, the German business magazine “Capital” named him the
“Greentech Manager of the Year 2011.”
Franz Fehrenbach is married and has three adult sons.
The seminar series “Academia meets Industry” aims at stimulating interdisciplinary
discussions between university members and high profile managers from industry and public
health organizations. It addresses the complex challenges in science, management, politics
and society which are promoted by both university and industry in a concerted action. At
these seminars the practical perspective of the guest speakers encounters the education and
research priorities of the university and thus allows an unprecedented dialogue on chances
and risks of current and future research developments in life sciences.

